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HEAI>QUAr.IrJlS 

UNITED STATES FORCES EUROPEAN THEATKH 
SCI/CIB 0-2 DIVISION 
APO 757 



15 August 1945 



TO : Chief, CIB, G-2, US^ET 

SUBJECT I Special Interrogation of 



1) Attach€id Ig a copy of a report on a meeting between 
NIHSING and SCHSI.LKNBBRG at the end of April 1945* This report 
Is based on a special interrogation of^wIKtilNG for vrhich the 
brief was prepared on 1 JuJ.y 1945, by^llr. ne^lhaid PHELPS, then 
of SCI, 12th Army Group, and descrlb^ the c ire inns tancos behind 
the final dissolution cf Amt VI of jtme RSHA. 




ANimEN H. BEHDINQ 
Lt« Colonel, A.C* 
Coimnandtog, 
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1 - Chief, CI3. G-2, USFET 
-".1 - Saint Washington 
1 - Saint London 
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25 July 1945 



SUBJECT: Meeting betvfeen ’ kVIPSHTG and SCIEELLUrBERG end cf 

April 1945’ - 

Special brief Hr. Reginald PHELPS, dated 1 July 194 
TO : 12th Army Group, 
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1 ) Contacts yith SCHELLSir B ERG (Firrt Ver s ion) 

V/IRSING persistently claimed to have seen SCHELLUsBlRG for 
the last ‘tine ivhen taking le^.ve cn 28 March 194?. 

He repeatedly stated to have taken up residence in HF'ILERUNl' 
vie BAD TCLl (BAVARIA) and to have stayed there until the day 
of his ca^tTire, denyir^g by inplicsticn that he ’lad taken trips 
cf any hind, 

Kis subsenuent contacts vath SCHALLZhBlRG, he claimed, could 
be suixred up in a recert he wrote on President THBllAnv. Aside 
from that one report, he claimed, he had not taken any active 
p'rt in political activities. 



2 ) Contacts with S CHZ^ LLFJOSRG (Co rr ecte d Ver sicn) 



V/hen confronted vrith direct evidence, taken from SAirL'BSP.GER* s 
interrop tion, VJIHSIKG finally conceded to have seen SCKELLENKIBG 
once mere, ena of Aprill945^ in LUBBCK, He explained his reluct- 
ance that a casual reader of interrogator's report night derive 
the e'TCneous imoressicn that he was a nan cf consequence in the 
RSHA. 



3) V/IHSIhG^s Alibi 



In his interrogation WIRSII-’G has consistently tried to play 
dovra. his importance. v/IRSI2^G also believes that the handele to 
his name — SS-SturmbarjiTuhrer - is liable to lead an in ex- 
perienced interrerator astray, inasmuch as it tends to over- 
shadoT/ his *;rue merits, viz to have disapj'rcved cf the Nazi 
concept of a ^ New Order* in Euro pe and to have gauged Germany* s 
plight correctly at a very early stage cf the v;ar. 

4) ITINERARY 



V/TRSIi’G left BERLIN on 1 April 1945 heading South, After a 
shert stay at Burg LAUENSTEIr:, one cf the hide-outs cf Amt VI, 
he proceeded to TEGERNSSE (BAV/iEJA), where he had been assigned 
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a billet by S/UJDBIIRGilH and, finding the place overcrowded 
with refugees, v/ent on to HBILBRUIH; vie ?CL6 where he 
put up in a private residence, retained by PAFFOEIT for the 
key personnel of VI B. 

5) C ALL TO LUBEC JC 

End of April SCIIELLEMBERG wired for :vIRSII:g to lock him 
up at the earliest *:ossible r.oment. The message was conveyed 
to WIKSING at BAD TCLZ by S.^IIDBERGEt^. who did n6t have the 
telegram on him and v;ho cculd oi*ily offer conjectures as to 
’.7IRSIirG*s mission. 

V/IRSIi!G immediately offered strenuous objections. He 
told SAIH)Ec*i\GEPi that re had been cut of toi;ch with current 
developments for the last four \/Gcks and that he did rot feel 
qualified to tender any responsible advice. 

6 ) PROB^-.LLE tlT SSION 

S/iHDBERGER told Vi'IRSIHG that he assumed his call to LUBECK 
had nothing to do with a general report on the political situation 
and more likely was connected with the negotiations HIUXER had 
initiated. SCHELLEfBERG probably wanted '.7IRSIXG to participate 
in some form in these negotiations. 

7) WIRSIKG GI VES IN 

WIRSING again raised objections, telling SAirDBERGER that he 
did not feel competent in the matter. SAM)BERGER, in turn, 
urged him, to sinic all objections inasmuch as SCHELLSIIBEKG 
probably knew vrhat he was doing. In deference to SiilJDRKRGER • s 
entreaties, T/IRSING finally consented to taking the trip. 

8) S AroBEHGI3^»s AIDK - MEHOIR E ON Al l? VI REFCRXiS 



In the course cf their conversation SAI'DBERGER produced a 
. typewritten aide-memoire, covering one page and sub-divided 
intc paragraphs, which outlined certain reforms to be under- 
tkane on I^LTSKBF.UTr? jilR * s orders. 

lYIRSIiCG claims not to recollect the exact contents of the 
aide-memoire and who had signed it. The gist of it was that 
responsibilities were divided up between and SKCRZEKY, 

with GOTTSCK having been assigned to sene sort of liaison job. 

SA^IDBERGSR asked WIRSIKG to t^ke the paper along with him 
to LUBECK and to show it to SCHELLEITBERG . 

•• 9) Vn RSING CK ILLUSORY CM-RACTER CF REOBG A niZATION 

WIRSING told S/JTDBSl'GEH that he considered any basic re- 
organization cf Amt VI as out cf -'leeping with the stark reality 
cf Germany* s impending military defeat. For this reason he 
did not pay any particular attention to detail. He noticed 
hoY/ever and imreciately corjnented upon the fact thai^ the aide- 
raeocire nade no nentim cf SCHELLEirBERG, . 
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8ANDBERGER eoBcurred tlth WIBSING to the extent of ad- 
mitting that the refo3*as amotmted to a virtual dissolution 
of Amt VI. 

He emphasized that the solution arrived at vas fraught 
vlth dangerous Implications. 



WAHECK was 
stated. 



r unsuited for the Job, SANDBERGEE 



The choice of SKORZEWY he described as grotesque. 

SKQRZEH7 bad neither the military background nor the experience 
In intelligence work necessary for the Job. 



8ARDBSRGER pointed out that the aide-memoire had left 
one very Important question unanswered: 

Was the order to apply to the whole of Germany, or was it 
confined to the Sou.th of Germany which by virt ue of the power 
of attorney given by HIMMLER had come under KALTENBRUJiJiiiat* s 
Jurisdiction? 



SAHDBERQEH pointed out that the reorganization a s ou tl ined 
In the ald-memoire could be taken as a dismissal of SCHELLBKBERG 
by Implication. 

WIRSIHG asked SAHDEERGER whether one could construe the re- 
orga nlzation as forming the basis for plans entertained by 
EALTSNERUHHER to continu e re s istan ce In the redoubt area and 
also as a disavowal of SCHILLSNEBRG' s attempts at reaching a 
negotiated surrender to the Western Allied through Count 
BSRWADOTTS as intermediary? 

6AHDBEEGEE concodedthat this was a possible interpretation. 



SAHDBERGER told WIHSIlfG that WAHECK did not mention the 
name SCHELLEHBERG until 3ANDBERGSH asked him point blank. 

WAHECK passed the matter off in a dilatory fashion and 8AHDBEE- 
GER did not see any sense in pressing the issue. 

8ANDHKRGER sumraed up that from his conversation with WAHECK 
ho carried away the strong impression of h avin g been witness 
to a 'Lllllputan rebellion* resulting In 6CHELLEHBERG* s ouster. 



f) tf^TT 



15) lIBSm TAKES Qgy 

8AHDBSR0KR sado a last appeal to WlHBING'a sense of res- 
ponslM litf t fie argued that WIKSING knew very well that 
SCHBZiLEHBEkG would have nobody by his side In case stnrrender 
negotiations should begin in earnest 9 unless URSXHG Joined 
hia» WIRSIIG left by plane fron BAD XIBUNG air-strip the 
same day (April 30 ). 

16) MBangg. wim 

Upon his arriwal at L0BBCK on the evening of 30 April 
WIR 8 IHG learned that SGHSLLSEB&BG had left for COPjOBAUI. 



WIBBIB G th en proceeded by pla ne t o PLBSBDHG idiere he 
met SCHKILKlfBSaG Just back tdag COPSHHAGBR. 

The eonrersatlon between WIHSIKG and SCHEXLSirBKRG took 
place in the latter's prlrate car and lasted sereral honrs* 

17) FAIIUBILD^A 1IIS8I 0H 

gCHR IiLKHBaSG started off by telling WIBSIBG that his trip 
to LQBBCC had been superseded by events. 

In the face of CHDHCHILI's categorical refusal not to 
entertain any offer of surrender confined to the Western Allies 
negotiations with Count BER5AD0TTE had irrevocable broken down. 

18) SCHSLI igHBERG OH BBHHADOT TK HEGO TTATTQ^g 

8 CESLLBNBERG talked at some length about his negotiations 
with BSRHADOTTS. No new devel opments had come to the fore. 

In this connection SCHELLEKBBG characterised HTHHLra as the 
prototype of a nan who can never take the right decision at 
the right moment. 



19 ) 



Frcn listening to SCHELLENBSRG's account CR 8 IHG derived 
the impression that ha had failed to see these contacts in 
their right perspective 9 viz against the backdrop of Germany's 
i nevi t able military defeat. Otherwise! WIRSIHG believes. 
8 CHSLLSNBBBG would have not followed up this particular rack 
with so much fanatical zeal (Verbissenhelt) . 



20) S Cg^LBHBHRG OH AMT VI RE0RGANI2ATI01( 

6 CHSLLEHBHRG read the aide-memoire! the gist of which was 
apparently known to liim! and passed it off with a shrug of 
the shoulders. 












CooDBentlng upon his (implied) dismissal as chief of Amt t 1 
be 0QI7 said: 'At five minutes to twelve tbej take time out 
for a thing like that I' 

He made no derogatory remarks about KALTEHBRITNinSR and took 
the matter with perfect equanimity. This, In HIRSlHG's oplnftoiit 
proves bis estimate of SCHEUiSKHERG as a man of stature to bd 
correct. 

21 ) mm. 

WAllSCK, SCEHLLENBEEG stated, vas not exceptionally girted 
for intelligence work and had been put in charge of VI E only 
at the request of K/iITenbrxinner« He doubted that WAHECK was a 
man with much vision e 

22) SCHEI XEHBERG OH Sy)R2EHY 

About SKOHZEHT, SCHELLENBERQ spoke with a great deal of 
acerbity. 

His appointment to take charge of the military sector wa s 
merely the culmination of an intrigue of long standing. SKQRZEHI 
was the type of a mercenary (Landsknecht) who would probably 
cause a great deal of mischief while the German people wotild 
have to foot the bll!L. 

23) yroSIHG^PROTEgTi? gEREW.OLF_MIg CTrrEF, gq^T^TOKR (L_C0HCDps 

Hhen WIRSIHG exi>res8ed his Indignation at the ^n ihilistic* 
Werewolf propaganda jn German broadcasts* SCHEELEHHERG hastened 
to reply thal he had endeavored to stop this mishhlevous 
practice. He added that he considered the incitement of children 
a downright crime. 

To WIHSIKG's great astonishment SCHKLLENBKRG averred that 
HIHHLEH too was opposed to the Werewolf propaganda. Obergrup*- 
penfuhrer PRlIT23iAKK had been attached to HIMMLERS s staff upon 
HITLER'S specific orders. 

24) SCHELLEHEERG PROMISES. FURTHER ACTI05 

When WIRSIKG stated that this explan atio n was not in accord 
with the facts *• only a few days ago the ICDHICH station had 
broadcast a Werewolf proclamation - 8CSEHLENBEEG appeared impres«> 
sed and promised to bring up the matter again. He added however; 
There are strong indications that HmULER was unable to assert 
himself against G0EBBEL8. 

*25) SCHEJATiRKBBRG's preoccu pation wi th Bernadotte Contacts 

WIBSIiro gained the impression What SCKBLLENBBRG, even at 
this late hour, concentrated all his energies upon creating 
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domestic conditions condnclre to resuming contact with the 
Western Allies* 

HnfiifLFIRi SCEELIiENBERQ complained, had failed to live up 
to his promises and no assistance from that corner would be 
forthcoming* 

26} SCHZU:.BKBEaQ 05 KAITESBRUWNER 

When asked to comment on EALTENBRUNNKR' s role, SCHBLLBRBERG 
stated: 

KALTSRBRUHNER is cooking bis own broth in Austria* 

I would not be the least bit surprised if his connections 
with the Austrian un derg round movement enter into the game* 

In the end ZXU^EJUBBXiWKER is bound to get caiight in the very 
trap he has baited so carefully for his opposite noaiber* 



27) 
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M P pLITJCAI^ggEBMCgg, BEgWEElL KALTEH -- 



KAIi3!EKBRUin9ER and SCHELIEFBERG nerrer saw eye to eye In 
matters of political strategy. 

Ar ound Chrlstmafl: time 19A4 WXRSIKG had a talk with KAXTEN- 
BHUNKER in the Japanese Embassy during a dinner party of Ambassa- 
dor OSHIMA* VIESIKG tried to press his main argument home (see 
special report on EGHOIfr Lageberichte). viz that a cleavage 
among the Allies would be a windfall, to base Germany’s foreign 
policy on the expectation of such an occurance a fatal error* 

EALTSWSRUKKER sui^gested to WI RSI KG to have another long 
talk on the political situation. WIBSIHG mentioned this to 
SCHELLE HBER G and asked for his advice that topics to touch upon. 
SCHFJJiKNEERG ’ 3 answer was: 

Try to make KALI'ENSRTTNWER realize that matters of world 
policy are not synonymus with South-Eastern policy and that the 
decisive questions of Germany’s foreign policy cannot be decided 
f^om a vantage point in Europe* s backyard. 

Before winding up their conversation, SCEELLENBERG asked 
WIRSIKG: What How7 

WIRSIKG’ 5 answer: All you can try to do now is pick up 

where we left off in February/March 19^5 C^e© special report 
on B(3I0ro Lageberichte), viz to disband the HSPA? and the 
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Gestapo and to create all the necessary conditions for a 
transition period ha which BRUOTHG could play his part. 

29) SCHELL KKBERQ DROP S RRfiTRAIHiy 

WIBSIKG was stiruch by the candor with which SCEELLENBERG 
discussed all the topics brought up during their conversation. 

In his thoughts Aat VI was evidently a thing of the past 
that had been written off or at least been relegated to a 
natter of secondary Importance. 

30) ECHEIXEITBERG OS GERI MJT ATROCITIES 

When WIRSIKG nade a passing reference on con dit io ns fo und 
by Allied troops In German Concentration Camps > SCHELLENBERG 
replied s 

1 an fully aware of the significance of the Allied propaganda. 
WIRSIWG; 

I an not talkln 4 ^ about propaganda ^ I am talking about the 
facts. 




SCHELIEKBERG: 

I had nothing whatever to do with the executive, but 1 would 
not be the least bit surprised If the competent people who always 
caused trouble, have perpetrated deeds which will be put to the 
discredit to the whole German people. 

31) WIRSIKG RETURNS TO BAVARIA 

As soon as SCEBLLEKBERG appraised him of the futility of 
further attempts to negotiate, WIRSIKG declared that he saw 
no sense In staying on In HOLSTEIW and that he would return 
t o B A VARIA to his family and his few remaining belongings. 
SCEELLENBERG offered no objections. 

He offered to ariinge for a trip to SWEDEN If tflhSING cared 
to quit Germany. WIRSING declined. WIRSIHG returned by plane 
to HBILBRUM on 3 May 1945. 

32> COMMENT OF SS.^Tl<RMBANHFUHRSR LR. HOTTL. CHLEF^REFEBERT Qg 

n M*. mAi 

SCHELLgUBBRO’S DISMISSAL 

VIRSIHG's assumption that had been eliminated 

from the command of Aat VI Is absOTf^V^orrect. This decision 
was made hj KALTENBRirNNER himself presence of WAHECK, 
SKOBZBNI and DR. HOTTl, at a meeting in Hotel Osterrelchlscher 
Hof at SA12BDRG around the 25 April. 
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In ta lks that took placo arotmd the 20 April In Alt Anssee 
KALTENEHUMBR bad already expressed the opinion that he had 
been double-crossed by SCHELLENBERG who had thrown in his lot 
with HXlOfliER and BISRGER* 

R o. ij B 

BKRGEg*^ power of attorney for South Germany, inco mpatible 
with his won7 merely proved to KALTENBRUTOER that SCHELLEETBERG 
was in on the game a nd pro bably with his usual skill harped on 
^e theme of EALTEHBRGBBKR* s Austrian proclivities* 

SCHELLENBERG CHIEF P OLITICAL ADVISER TO HIIfltLER ARP BERGER!^ 

KALTENhRUNNER was of the opinion that SCHELLENBERG advised 
HIMMLER and BERGER on matters of general policy* Ee felt 
strengthened in his belief after learning through the press of 
HIMMLER* s surrender negotiations with Count BERNALOTTB. 
y 

MACEBNBkUNNER irho claimed credit for having Introduced 
Count BERNALOTTE to HIMMLER, was sure that HIMMLER AND SCl^LLENBERG 
would use this coxmection for their own personal advantage* 

NO AUSTRIAN SOLOTIOH WITH SCHBLLENB l^g 

What decided lefiXTENBRUNNKR on parting ways with SCHELLENBERG 
was the realization that matters had come to a pass where an 
Austrian solution was the only possible way out. 

^ 

KALTENBRUNNER very likely feared that SCHELLENBERG would 
pursue his own poli tical line via certain Swiss connections 
which EALTKNBBUraER had reserved for his own use (e*g. DULLES) 

KALTENBRUNNER*S P ERSONAL DISLIKE FOR SCHELLENB EQg 

EALTE NlhU NKER had more than once taken up the cudgels in 
SCHELLENBERG* s behalf and for tha t re ason what ha conceived 
to be disloyalty on the part of SCHELLENBERG Incensed him even 
more. 



lALTBNBBUNNKR once remarked: 

I can almost hear SCHELLENBERG, in his unctuous manner, 
draw HIMMLER* s attention to the dangers inherent in my Atistrian 
separatism. At a skillfully chosen opportunity he will then 
bring BffiGER*s personality into the discussion. 




rSEiOW i3IT_YI_BEY0ro_RKRm 

Tha cue vaa furnished D R MU HLMACT who bad Just returned 
from IKHSBRUOK and who told KuTSNERUXTRSR In SALZBURG (25 April) 
that SAKDBERGER had asked Gauleiter HOFSR of TIROL to arrange 
for billets for the personnel of A mt VI> WA MBCK and SKOR2BNY 
Immediately hooked ln| telling KALTBITBRUinTEB that there was 
absolutely no sense in trying to re*-actl7ate Amt VI ^ also In 
view of the circumstance that, according to SKORZSlVf, all 
telephone communications had broken d own# SKORZLJfl uso mentioned 
that the hide-out of Amt VI In Borg LAUEHSTEIK had been evacuated 
in a harry with American tanks dangerously close and that most of 
the group chiefs had paid out their personnel, loaded themselves 
and their secretaries into cars and taken off# Amt VI was there- 
fore a thing of the past# 

IHasmuch as the only groups still existant were VI 1 j 

(WARBCK-HOTTL) and VI 8 (SKORZBUI), a re-organlzatlon appeared / 

conceivable only on the basis of the Austria n concept esp In 
the field of Intelligence# To XALTillfBRUHHKR and his advisers 
It appeared the logical solution to create something similar 
to the old Ant VI ^rlth VI JS and VI 8 as the foundation# I 

I 

WANBCK, assisted by SKORZBNT, immedi ately dra fted an order I 
putting into effect their proposals# KALTKNBRURHER SIGRED* - 
Besides giving an outline of the re-organlzatlon decided upon, 
the order directed SARDBEHGER to liquidate the old Ant VI 
in accordance with directives issue by WAHECK and SKORZBHY 
for their respective sectors# 



/s/ EDMUND L, riHG 
Major, Inf 
Commanding • 









